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Mid-Winter
Calendar: April 2015

11:00 AM Sunday Meeting for worship. 
First Day School - every other Sunday.

March 29th:
• Ministry & Counsel

April 11th:
• Spring Clean-Up at RFM.

April 12th:
• Meeting for Business

April 24th:
• Rabia Harris to speak on Islam.

Upcoming Events:

• Spring Clean-Up is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 11th (rain date: Satur-
day, April 18th) from 9 AM to 3 PM. 
This is a great opportunity to spend 
some time with each other, eat a hearty 
lunch, and help to maintain the RFM 
building and grounds, All are welcome!

• RFM is pleased to announce that 
Rabia Harris will speak on Islam and 
non-violence, at our Meeting House, 
on Friday, April 24th. Ms. Harris is the 
Muslim Chaplain at FOR, where she 
founded the Muslim Peace Scholarship. 
She is also very active in the Com-
munity of Living Traditions program 
at the Stony Point Center. Ms. Harris 
is a member of the Jerahi Mosque in 
Chestnut Ridge. The evening will begin 
with light refreshment at 6:30 PM, and 
the presentation will start at 7 PM.

What’s 
Happening!

• Rockland Friends Meeting held it’s 
Annual Winter Party on February 4th 
with a good turn-out of people 
from all generations! Great food, 
excellent company, and fun 
decorations by our teens made for 
a festive and wonderful party for all. 
Sorry to say, we all forgot to 
bring our cameras, so no 
pictures. But, next year, we 
will remember!

• On Friday evening, April 17th, the 
Ridgewood Choral, a women’s chorus 
established in 1929 and for the last 22 
years directed by our own Marjorie 
Vandervoort, will present its annual 
Spring Concert at 8 PM at the West 
Side Presbyterian Church in Ridge-
wood, NJ. The program will range 
from the classics through opera selec-
tions to songs from Broadway. For 
further details, phone 201-768-2811.

• Carl Tulevich Jr. reported that Sylke 
Jackson “took Carl, Corina, Lucy and 
Fineas cross country skiing on Wednes-
day, February 18th, along with Sylke’s 
skiing buddy Caroline. The resort was 
less than an hour away at Fahnstock. 
Though there were hillocks, everyone 
skied very well. It was Carl and Co-
rina’s first time on skis. After skiing 
for more than four and a half miles, 
everyone soundly slept in the back of 
Sylke’s recently bought Subaru on the 
way home.”

• Our dear Martha Murdock, who 
celebrated her birthday in February, 
attended the Creativity and Spiritual-
ity 2015 workshop at Powell House on 
February 27th - March 1st. Martha was 
accompanied by her daughter-in-law 
Faith Brzosroski, making a dynamic 
duo! Martha reports that they had 
the largest attendance of any event at 
Powell House. The weekend offered 
opportunities to participate in many 
fabric arts, as well as watercolor paint-
ing, baking and music. Martha and 
Faith chose quilting and enjoyed the 
activity of the Powell House Ballroom 
filled with fabrics and people. Martha 
made a brightly colored pillow for her 
couch, and Faith selected and prepared 
fabrics to make a quilt.

Who wants to go to this warm and 
fuzzy event next year?



Child Waking in Cold

The sun rises in frigid flames, color stains 
the counterpane. 

Dip below the satined edge.

Moist breath heat creates a sea to explore 
through a tunnel of convoluted wrinkles.

Swing bow about the headland of pillows, 
call for the hand to trim sheets and mind 
the green water foaming at the edges.

We live in the vast white prairies and the 
shoals of small blind beasties tunneling 
beneath the snow nibble the frozen roots 
of grass not caring that there is hope for 
color and warmth.

Our eyes remember sharp green shoots 
rising in the snow and know with entitled 
certitude that days will come that we will 
remember the voyages beneath the 
counterpane.

   by Siwsan Gimpric

• On Valentine’s Day, the Wades got 
to celebrate the arrival of their first 
grandchild: Ilan Peter Jean Wade, son 
of Evan & Chrystelle. See photo below. 
Ilan arrived a month early, lively and 
full of energy. Evan is now in France 

with Chrystelle, getting to know Ilan. 
Hopefully, INS will get its act together 
and Chrystelle & Ilan will soon be over 
here.

• Deb Henning writes: “Jim and I 
recently visited with Kelsey and Youssef 

in Seattle. (Photo above).

We enjoyed the more temperate climate 
where the daffodils were already 4-6” 
out of the ground. We had many nature 
sightings while there. Kelsey and I took 
a walk on a woodland trail for several 
hours and saw 3 Pileated Woodpeck-
ers!  The trees didn’t have any leaves 

yet, however the woods all 
were incredibly green as the 
trees, rocks and ground were 
thick with many varieties 
of moss and lots of ferns as 
well. One day we saw several 
Bald Eagles on our way to 
an awesome yarn shop called 
Tolt Yarn. 
 
Jim was finally able to see 
Mt. Rainier which was ob-

scured in fog last year during our visit.”

• Maureen Connolly continues to re-
cover at her home. She enjoys the cards 
and letters she receives, so let’s keep 
them coming! AND, Maureen’s birth-
day is March 29th, another special 

reason to keep the cards and notes 
coming! (Address: 155 Viola 
Road, Suffern, NY 10901)

• The Wade’s discovered it’s not 
just the birds who like birdseed. 
We were feeding the whole herd!

• Paul Rivet is recovering from 
bladder cancer. He has gone 

through radiation treatment and is cur-
rently recuperating 
at the Woodcliff Lake Health and 
Rehabilitation Center. His wife, Danny, 
expects him home within a few days. 
Cards can be sent to Paul’s home at 1 
Lester Drive, Orangeburg, NY 10962.

Our Annual “State of the 
Meeting” Report.

As is our custom, Rockland Friend’s 
Meeting held worship sharing to con-
sider the state of our monthly meet-
ing on January 25th, 2015.  Fourteen 
people were in attendance.  The section 
in Faith and Practice concerning State 
of the Meeting reports was read aloud 
as a guide.

“Transition” emerged as one of the 
major themes of the gathering.  While 
it is obviously a constant fact of life, 
somehow this year change has seemed 
more intense. 
 

Valen Issac Cuomo arrived Feb. 24th to parents: Sara 
& Gerard Cuomo; Grandparents Swisan & Jeff Gim-
prich & Cousin Leah.



Some of those with the longest history 
with Rockland Friends Meeting have 
moved or are in the process of moving 
on.  We record with sorrow the death 
of Chad Murdock a stalwart member 
whose leadership dates back many 
years. Along with his involvement in 
social causes in the wider community, 
he was devoted to the Meeting and our 
house and grounds. He was the “point 
person” when things needed fixing. His 
insistence on simplicity, on “mending 
not ending” came out of both native 
thrift and deep commitment to earth 
care. He was repairing our front door 
the weekend before he died.

Our resident caretaker moved out after 
more than thirty years of vigilance and 
loyalty to the Meeting community. Up-
rooting, however logical and necessary, 
is hard. We continue to seek to reassure 
him of our appreciation of and care for 
him, and our hope to keep him among 
us.  His move opened the way for a 
long overdue renovation of his former 
quarters, and re-arrangement of the 
resident-caretaker role.  A new resident 
is assuming the ongoing responsibili-
ties.

Unhappily, we had to ask one member 
to resign from Meeting.  It was a deeply 
troubling experience, but the Meeting 
came together in a thoughtful, spiritual 
way, and the resignation was accom-
plished with the best possible 
Quaker process.

Yet other Members, older and central to 
who we are, plan moves to retire-
ment venues within the coming 
year.  This has happened before, 
but rarely against a backdrop 
of such a small number of residual 
members. Concern was expressed 
about who would “pick up the reins” – 
be available to fix things in 
emergencies, build the fire on 
First Day morning, handle 
finances, anticipate needs, mediate in 
discord.  We know that entirely new 
people will discover 

resources in themselves and will learn 
in office.  We watched our beloved 
newsletter until recently lovingly done 
by typewriter and pasting, pass success-
fully into new hands. It is now in color,  
even more lively, newsy, and vivid,  and 
is created on and largely distributed by 
computer.  But change isn’t easy.

Our Meetinghouse has now completed 
its own process of transition, having 
become a more welcoming and pleasant 
space.  We began with renovation of the 
Meeting Room at one end of the build-
ing more than ten years ago, completed 
renovation of the kitchen-dining room 
last year, and finished by doing the res-
ident-caretaker’s quarters at the far end 
of the building this past summer.  The 
process of each renovation was difficult, 
and the last one somewhat alarming in 
its cost, but we know that each was for 
the greater good.  

As one member said, “ with ‘grit and 
hard work’ we have come through dif-
ficult times,” and are stronger than we 
give ourselves credit for.

Another major theme in the wor-
ship sharing was our pride and joy in 
the young people in First Day School 
(FDS). A young teen group has “jelled”; 
the group has drawn in some of their 
friends from outside Meeting. 

The teens worship, work and play 
together; they are learning and using 
Quaker process within their own group 
and in their lives outside FDS. They 
are active in wider Quaker activities, 
including Yearly Meeting.  A Friend 
active in Helping Hands reported how 
proud he was as he watched them cook 
and serve dinner to the homeless at our 
Meetinghouse.  We find ourselves want-
ing to draw on their spirit, energy and 
cohesion.  The young people came to 
our annual Powell House retreat. While 
the “grown-ups” would have liked them 
to contribute more to our discussions, 
they seemed to have had lively and 
centered activity of their own going 
on.  They will be involved in helping to 
improve our website.

We reproach ourselves that our Peace 
and Community Action Committee 
remains dormant although the world 
seems to be falling apart. But as one 
Friend said, “people are not made to 
have this much information about the 
suffering of the world; it can utterly 
overwhelm us and be destructive. 

Meeting helps us remain centered and 
to focus on what is possible.”  Another 
Friend reminded us that  “our lives 
speak” wherever we live out our values 
and faith. We don’t need to be a Quak-
er committee to undertake a task; our 

The Houghtons & the Blosssoms - moving on to Vermont!



Quaker values and process leaven other 
organizations we may be in, and “rub 
off” onto others.  Also, we are aware 
that we are our own small center of out-
reach to the world.  The Meetinghouse 
continues to house not only our own 
worship and fellowship, but Alcoholics 
Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous 
groups; Helping Hands, an interfaith 
organization which feeds and shelters 
the homeless; and a meditation group. 

The theme of our Powell House retreat 
in October of 2014 was “home”, and 
ways in which Meeting is home and 
family to us.  The retreat itself gives us a 
home away from “busy-ness” in which 
we are able to appreciate each other, 
laugh together, and to worship together 
more deeply.  Our monthly memoir 
group does much the same thing for 
those who come and write from their 
life stories.  Ministry and Counsel and 
our Caring Committee help to keep us 
connected with those who may be ill or 
isolated. Pot-luck meals after meeting 
for worship enhance the “home and 
family” sense among us. Several Friends 
said in effect, “we now have this lovely 
and welcoming space:  how do we bring 
in others, and expand our family?”  
 
What is at the core for us is the Inef-
fable Spirit that is within and among 
us all, whoever is worshiping together, 
be it a large gathering, or the four souls 
who huddled around the fire one First 
Day during a major snowstorm.  What 
is at the core of Meeting is the quiet 
seeking together, the willingness to be 
open to new revelation.  This is a fragile 
and precious thing in a world that is 
tearing itself apart over the right to 
name and own God.

The Religious Society 
of Friends: Summary
Minutes of the Meeting: 

3rd Month, 2015

Meeting for Business was held March 
8th with ten members present.

TREASURER’S REPORT
The annual report for the March 9, 
2014 to March 7, 2015 fiscal year 
was presented at the March 8 Meeting 
for Business. Despite the treasurer’s 
concern during December to February 
period, the Meeting’s financial state is 
now more robust. 

• INCOME: Although general contri-
butions totaled only $17,034 (nearly 
$2,000 below budget), two unex-
pected contributions totaling $10,087 
increased contribution income up to 
$27,471. Rental income increased by 
$1,555 to $6,970. This resulted in a 
total income of $36,367 or $10,277 
above budget.

•  EXPENSES: Due in part to the 
$6,397 residence renovation, we were 
$7,803 above our budget. This is the 
case in spite of our having reduced 
Outreach disbursement by $800  to 
$3,200.  Our total expenses were 
$33,783.

•  NET:  Thus income exceeded ex-
penses by $2,584. The total assets of 
the Meeting increased from $41,052 
in Mar 2014 to $44,451 in March 
2015.

Of concern is the fact that there were 
only 22 contributors in this past fiscal 
year, down from 34 the year before. It 
is also worrisome that 85% of the con-
tribution income came from only eight 
of those contributors. Without the two 
unexpected contributions, we would 
be in a much weaker financial posi-
tion. The increase of  $900 in annual 
rental income in the new fiscal year 
should give us a margin of safety. 

MINISTRY & COUNSEL

• Arrangements were discussed for 
two separate presentations to RFM. 
One, by Gabi Savory Bailey (NYYM 
Young Adult Field Secretary) to address 
Quaker youth concerns. The other, on 
April 24th by Rabia Harris to speak 
about Islam.

• M&C tabled the need to acquire a 
designated laptop computer for use by 
the Treasurer.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

• The Midwinter Party was a resound-
ing success.

Winter’s Business is 
“finally” coming 

to an end!



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

• The Gabi Savory Bailey presentation 
was discussed along with getting RFM’s 
youth involved with revamping our 
website.

NOMINATING

• Linda Glasgal  & Peter Wade reported 
that the officers of the Meeting have 
been nominated. Committees and con-
venors are still in process. Liaisons to 
AFSC and to NYYM are needed.

Mailings & E-mail:  
If you receive this newsletter via mail, 
please advise us if you can accept it via 
e-mail. Color versions of this newsletter 
are only available via e-mail. 

Please be advised of our e-mail ad-
dresses. News & info should be sent to 
Rachel at: rpsce3@nywades.us. Photos 
(at least 3 to 5mb in size) and artwork 
should be sent to Peter at: prsce5@
nywades.us.

Thank you Peter Schuerholz for the won-
derful drawings.

 

Spring’s Coming & the 
Fish are Biting!


